Title.
Epilepsy is defined as drug-resistant after failure of two adequate trials of appropriately chosen and administered antiepileptic drugs. Approximately 30% of patients with epilepsy have drug-resistant epilepsy. Reasons for treatment failure include failure to recognise epilepsy syndrome, poor drug compliance, and lifestyle factors. Patients with drug-resistant epilepsy should be encouraged to have early referral to a tertiary epilepsy centre for presurgical evaluation. Comprehensive neurophysiology, structural neuroimaging, neuropsychological, and psychiatric assessments are regarded as essential for determining suitability for epilepsy surgery. Epilepsy surgery, whether resection, disconnection, or neuromodulation, should be recommended only after multidisciplinary consensus agreement based on these assessments.